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Capriol Suite

Peter Warlock (1926)
Andrew Robertson Mackereth (2026)

Capriol Suite is a set of six dances composed in October 1926 by Peter Warlock and remains
one of his most frequently performed works. Originally written for piano duet, the suite was
later arranged for string orchestra and full orchestra. The work draws its inspiration from a
Renaissance dance manual and reflects a variety of courtly and folk dances from the period.
Although the movements are brief, Warlock effectively captures the distinctive character and
style of each dance through concise thematic writing and clear textural contrasts.

I. Basse-Danse

Inspired by the stately court “low dance,” the opening movement features a dignified melody,
supported by a grounded lower-brass accompaniment. Set in D minor, the movement employs
dark harmonic colouring, contrapuntal textures, and passages of unison writing to create a
strong and purposeful introduction.

II. Pavane

The Pavane is slow and restrained in character, reflecting the elegance of the dance form. A
delicate theme is introduced before giving way to extended unison passages. Predominantly
quiet in dynamic, the movement conveys a sense of fragility, with a brief rise in intensity near
the conclusion before fading gently into silence. It is set in G minor.

I1I. Tordion

The lively third movement is based on the tordion, a dance associated with 15th-century
French courts. A buoyant staccato opening establishes the rhythmic foundation, gradually
expanding outwards. Warlock’s original included a harpsichord to reinforce the historical
character, contributing to the playful and energetic mood. Like the Pavane, it is in G minor.
IV. Bransles

This brisk movement, derived from the paired bransle dance, is marked by frequent dynamic
contrasts and bold unison passages. Set in G minor and marked Presto, the music gains
momentum through the interplay of the part writing, generating a sense of urgency and
excitement.

V. Pieds-en-’air

The most lyrical movement of the suite, Pieds-en-1’air draws on the character of the galliard.
This setting is for woodwind choir alone, creating a pastoral and expressive atmosphere.

VI. Mattachins (Sword Dance)

The final movement is a lively sword dance, characterised by strong rhythmic accents that
suggest the clashing of swords. Though the shortest movement of the suite, it is energetic and
spirited, providing a vivid and decisive conclusion.
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2. Pavane
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Allegretto, ma un poco lento J
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3. Tordion
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4. Brandes
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5. Pieds-en-l'air
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Andantino tranquillo J
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6. Mattachins (Sword Dance)
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