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Andrew Robertson Mackereth

Andrew Mackereth was born in Gateshead, in
the North-East of England in 1965. A fourth ge-
neration Salvationist, he first attended a mee-
ting aged barely a week old. The son of officer
parents, he has lived in many places including 4
years in Zambia and nine years in Kingston-u-
pon-Hull. It was here that he began his earliest
musical training.

In 1982, he returned to his native North-East to
enrol on the Certificate in Brass Band Studies
Course at Newcastle College of Arts & Techno-
logy, studying trombone, euphonium and tuba.
In 1984, Andrew gained a place at the Birmin-
YENTHREBES AT T N  e coTNT 1 - gham School of Music to study Trombone and
Composition, later studying Percussion and
Conducting also. In his fourth year, he won the
Bernhard Brown Memorial Composition Prize.
At the completion of his studies, he entered the
teaching profession first in Nuneaton before
moving to Birmingham to become Head of Mu-
sic in the largest UK school.

His first publication was the song “Ring the Bells of Heaven” in 1987, but it was 1996 before
his first piece for brass band entered the repertoire. To date, more than 500 of his compositions;
religious and secular are in print; many frequently feature on the concert programmes of Sal-
vation Army Bands. In November of 2008 he was honoured by the New York Staff Band with
a concert of his music entitled Profile 30. Andrew has led music programmes in Argentina,
America, Germany and Netherlands and guest conducts brass bands in Germany and Sweden.

Numerous commissions include STANDARD BEARERS for the International Staff Band of
The Salvation Army, HYMNUS for Wilhelmina Easterein (Netherlands) and EXALTATION
for the Melbourne Staff Band. Other notable collaborations include North York Temple Band,
Canadian Staff Band, Amsterdam Staff Band and Songsters. His bass trombone solo: Swing

Low has been recorded by the renowned Bass Trombonist: Douglas Yeo and Tubist: Leslie
Neish.

In addition to numerous guest conducting appearances, Andrew is the Bandmaster of the
Nuneaton Salvation Army Band, The Salvation Army Symphonic Wind Ensemble and The
Glebe Symphonic Wind Orchestra.
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Songs From The New World

A Suite Of Spirituals
Andrew Robertson Mackereth (2026)

English:

This suite of spirituals was inspired by an in-depth study of the life and work of American
composer and social activist; Margaret Bonds.

Spirituals are a genre of folksongs created by enslaved African Americans in the U.S. South,
blending West African musical traditions with Christian hymns to express hardship, hope,
faith, and longing for freedom, often containing coded messages about escape. It is the contrast
of seemingly jovial content, darker significance that captured my attention.

Characterized by call-and-response, a cappella singing, and emotive vocal styles, they emerged
in secret worship meetings and were crucial for cultural preservation, resistance, and later
inspired Civil Rights Movement "freedom songs"

Incorporated, or hinted spiritual in this piece are:

Peace Like A River — Letter A

Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child — Letter C

King Jesus, is a Listening — Bar 37

O Peter go Ring Dem Bells — Letter H

Francais:

Cette suite de spirituals a été inspirée par une étude approfondie de la vie et de I’ceuvre de la
compositrice et militante sociale américaine Margaret Bonds.

Les spirituals constituent un genre de chants folkloriques créés par les Afro-Américains réduits
en esclavage dans le sud des Etats-Unis. IIs mélent des traditions musicales d’Afrique de
I’Ouest a des cantiques chrétiens afin d’exprimer la souffrance, 1’espoir, la foi et ’aspiration a
la liberté, contenant souvent des messages codés liés a 1’évasion. C’est le contraste entre un
contenu en apparence joyeux et une signification plus sombre qui a retenu mon attention.
Caractérisés par le principe d’appel et de réponse, le chant a cappella et des styles vocaux tres
expressifs, ces chants sont nés lors de réunions de culte secretes et ont joué un role essentiel
dans la préservation culturelle et la résistance. Ils ont par la suite inspiré les « freedom songs »
du mouvement des droits civiques.

Les spirituals intégrés, ou suggérés, dans cette ceuvre sont :

Peace Like A River — Lettre A

Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child — Lettre C

King Jesus, is a Listening — Mesure 37

O Peter go Ring Dem Bells — Lettre H
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Sometimes I Feel Like A Motherless Child
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King Jesus Is A'Listening
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All compositions and arrangements by Andrew Robertson Mackereth
Alle Kompositionen und Arrangements von Andrew Robertson Mackereth

Toutes les compositions et arrangements de Andrew Robertson Mackereth

Use the filters to refine your search and find the instrument of your choice!
Nutzen Sie die Filter, um lhre Suche zu verfeinern und finden Sie das Instrument lhrer Wahl!

Utilisez les filtres pour affiner votre recherche et trouver linstrument ou la formation de votre choix !





