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Divine Odyssey was the second piece I was commissioned to write for the renowned UK 
trombone soloist: Brett Baker. Brett requested a piece that subtly referenced some of his 
favourite solo items as indeed my previous commission from him had: the 1st Trombone 
Rhapsody, later renamed: Song of Joy (EMR 82079). 
 
Indulgently, in this piece there are echoes of solos I used to play by Peter Graham, Leslie 
Condon and significantly; Ray Steadman-Allen. The structure and tonal language are 
purposely reminiscent of Eternal Quest. Nevertheless, I hope the piece stand on its own 
merits.  
 
This edition is somewhat revised from the version that Brett recorded in 2014. 
 
It is not programmatic in in the strictest sense, but the music depicts something of a journey, 
or quest towards a higher goal. The soloist is the narrator of the story, and they guide us 
through a sequence of situations both good, and perilous. The final note of triumph being 
arrival at the ultimate destination. The title is a nod to John Bunyan’s book: Pilgrims Progress 
and yet another link to Ray Steadman-Allen. 
 
The main theme at Letter A had been in a sketch book of mine for several years waiting for a 
suitable opportunity to fledge into a piece.  
 
Performance Note: 
 
The Pesante section at Letter J requires particularly good breath control, it is acceptable to 
omit some notes, provided the overall flow is not interrupted too much.  
 
The music must offer some sharp contrast between the lyrical and sustained music of the 
central section and the brutalist exterior passages.  
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