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René Willener 
 
             

Français: René Willener est né le 24 novembre 1954 à Genève où 
il a fait toute sa scolarité obligatoire. 
Ayant appris la guitare, l’harmonica et le chant en autodidacte, il 
entreprit la carrière de musicien et la poursuit encore aujourd’hui. 
Il a commencé à écrire des textes de chansons en 1972. 
Il a été leader de divers orchestres en tant que guitariste chanteur, 
harmoniciste et percussionniste. 
C’est en 1999 qu’il reprit sa plume et s’est diversifié en écrivant 
également des nouvelles, des textes de chansons, des histoires 
abracadabrantes, voire loufoques, au gré de ses humeurs. 
Comme il aime à dire : son esprit vagabonde et lui dépeint le 
monde. 
Ce n’est pas toujours drôle, et loin d’être un jeu de rôle. 
Mais comme il tient à le souligner, pour lui, l’écriture est une dis-
traction et il tient à ce qu’elle le reste. 
Certains de ses propos peuvent heurter les sensibilités, car ses 
textes sont parfois très engagés. 
Il a plusieurs centaines de chansons, textes et musiques à son actif. 
Ces dernières années, René s’est mis à dessiner spontanément et 
compose pour des amis du folklore suisse, de la variété, du jazz, 
enfin tout ce qui lui passe par la tête. Il a plein de projets, entre 
autres des musiques de film, des œuvres pour chorales ou une nou-
velle histoire illustrée.  

 
 

English: René Willener was born on 24th November 1954 in Geneva, where he attended school. 
He taught himself the guitar, the harmonica and singing and embarked on a career as a musician, which is still his 
principal occupation. He started writing song lyrics in 1972. He has led various groups as a guitarist and singer, also 
playing harmonica and percussion. 
In 1999 he started to write short stories and more lyrics in a style which is often eccentric and a little crazy, as the mood 
takes him. He likes to say that his spirit wanders and paints a picture of the world for him. It is not always amusing, and 
is far from being a deliberately cultivated pose. But for René, writing is a distraction and should always remain so.  
Some of his texts may upset some people, as they are politically motivated. He has now written several hundred songs 
and lyrics. 
Recently he has started to draw as well. He composes for colleagues from the world of folk music, pop and jazz.  
His many projects include film music, music for choirs and a new illustrated story book. 
 
 

Deutsch: René Willener wurde am 24. November 1954 in Genf geboren und besuchte dort die Schule. 
Er brachte sich Gitarre, Mundharmonika und Gesang im Alleinstudium bei und begann eine Karriere als Musiker, die 
bis heute seine Hauptbeschäftigung ist. Er begann 1972 Songtexte zu schreiben. Er leitete verschiedene Gruppen als 
Gitarrist und Sänger, spielte auch Mundharmonika und Schlagzeug. 
1999 begann er, Kurzgeschichten und weitere Lyrics in einem Stil zu schreiben, der oft exzentrisch und ein wenig ver-
rückt ist, je nach seiner Laune. Er sagt gern, dass sein Geist die Welt bewandert und für ihn davon ein Bild malt.  
Es ist nicht immer lustig, und seine Exzentrizität ist absolut nicht absichtlich. Aber für René ist Schreiben eine Ablen-
kung und es sollte immer so bleiben. Seine Texte können einige Leute verärgern, da sie teileweise etwas kompromiss-
los sind. Mittlerweile hat er mehrere hundert Lieder und Texte geschrieben. 
In letzter Zeit hat er auch angefangen zu zeichnen. Er komponiert für Kollegen aus der Welt der Volksmusik, des Pop 
und des Jazz. Zu seinen zahlreichen Projekten zählen Filmmusik, Chormusik und ein neues illustriertes Buch. 
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BRASS BAND  
   
LIGHT MUSIC / POP 
   EMR 2543 La Maladie d'Amour (Solo) REVAUX (Tailor) 
EMR 2737 La Mer TRENET (King) 
EMR 2737C La Mer (Chorus SATB) TRENET / LASRY (King) 

EMR 2949 La Musique WEIL / KOTCHOUNIAN 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 2624 La Paloma TAILOR 
EMR 2647 La Suisse est Belle SCHNEIDERS 
EMR 3049 La Vie en Rose LOUIGUY / PIAF  (Tailor) 
EMR 3195 Lauretta (Solo) PUCCINI (Tailor) 
EMR 3046 Le Lion Est Mort Ce Soir CREATORE/PERETTI (Saurer) 
EMR 2738 Le Plus Beau Tango du Monde SCOTTO (Schneiders) 
EMR 3598 Les Adieux VAL 
EMR 2993 Les Champs Elysées WILSH / DELANOE (Saurer) 
EMR 2637 Les Lacs du Connemara SARDOU (Mortimer) 
EMR 3673 Les Lacs du Connemara (Chorus SATB) SARDOU (Mortimer) 
EMR 2535 Les Trois Cloches GILLES (Schneiders) 
EMR 2768 Les Trois Cloches (Solo Voice & Chorus optional) GILLES (Richards) 

EMR 3534 Let Me Entertain You CHAMBERS / WILLIAMS 
(Saurer) 

EMR 3185 Lightning Fire SAURER 
EMR 3207 Little Cowboy ZANDER (Mortimer) 
EMR 1447 Lofty ARMITAGE 
EMR 1212 Lollypop Waltz ARMITAGE 
EMR 2874 Love Is Blue POPP (Saurer) 
EMR 2904 MacArthur Park WEBB (Thomas) 
EMR 3991 Mah Na Mah Na UMLIANI (Naulais) 
EMR 9063 Mah Na Mah Na UMILIANI (Parson) 
EMR 1208 Mellow-Melody (Cornet Solo) ARMITAGE 
EMR 3597 Memories Of France VAL 
EMR 1229 Mi-été et Polka BALISSAT 

EMR 2632 Michelle LENNON / McCARTNEY 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 2929 Money, Money, Money  ABBA (Mortimer) 
EMR 2991 Money, Money, Money (Chorus SATB) ABBA (Mortimer) 
EMR 1172 Morgens um Sieben LAST (Mortimer) 
EMR 3733 Morning (Solo) NAULAIS  
EMR 2587 Morning Has Broken (Solo) TRADITIONAL (Schneiders) 
EMR 1248 Music MILES (Mortimer) 
EMR 2538 Music (Chorus SATB) MILES (Mortimer) 
EMR 3465 Music Box Dancer (Piano Solo) KRAMER (Saurer) 
EMR 9049 My Number One GERMANOU (Parson) 
EMR 3536 My Sunny Child HAAS 
EMR 1269 My Way FRANCOIS (Mortimer) 
EMR 2509 My Way (Solo) FRANCOIS (Schneiders) 

EMR 3628 Nah Neh Nah SCHOUFS / 
SCHOOVAERTS (Saurer) 

EMR 3057 Nathalie BECAUD / DELANOE (Saurer) 
EMR 3533 Nights In White Satin HAYWARD (Saurer) 
EMR 9051 Nostalgia BARCLAY 
EMR 3055 O mein Papa BURKHARD (Schneiders) 

EMR 2623 Ob-la-di, Ob-la-da LENNON / McCARTNEY 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 1106 Oh No ! AGRELL 
EMR 1443 On The Back-Beat ARMITAGE 
EMR 1270 One Moment In Time HAMMOND (Mortimer) 
EMR 2518 One Moment In Time (Chorus SATB) HAMMOND (Mortimer) 
EMR 2740 Only You RAM (Schneiders) 
EMR 9064 Paloma Blanca BOUWENS (Parson) 
EMR 3603 Passepied SCHNEIDERS 
EMR 3655 Pata Pata MAKEBA/RAGOVOY (Saurer) 

EMR 2663 Penny Lane LENNON / McCARTNEY 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 2524 Petite Fleur (Solo) BECHET (Schneiders) 
EMR 3213 Polka Of Liechtenstein KÖTSCHER / LINDT (Macduff) 
EMR 9054 Polovetzian Dance (Solo) BORODINE (Naulais) 
EMR 1289 Popcorn ARMITAGE 
EMR 9055 Puszta BARCLAY 
EMR 2956 Qu'est ce qu'on attend ? (Solo) HORNEZ / MISRAKI (Mortimer) 
EMR 3678 Qu'est-ce qu'on attend (Chorus SATB) HORNEZ / MISRAKI (Mortimer) 
EMR 3002 Quant Il Est Mort Le Poète BECAUD (Tailor) 
EMR 2741 Que je t'aime (sung by Johnny Hallyday) THIBAUD / RENARD (Thomas) 
EMR 3498 Raclette Party SCHNEIDERS (Saurer) 
EMR 3061 Rain And Tears PAPATHANASSIOU (Saurer) 
EMR 3520 Ramona WAYNE (Schneiders) 
EMR 3605 Recuerdo TAILOR 
EMR 9101 Red Is The Rose Arr.: MACDUFF 
EMR 1816 Rosamunde VEJVODA (Schneiders) 
EMR 2987 Rosen In Tirol ZELLER (Tailor) 
EMR 1295 Royal Blue ARMITAGE 
EMR 2743 Sailing SUTHERLAND (Schneiders) 
EMR 3770 Santa Monica-California NAULAIS 
EMR 3204 Say Goodbye KÖTSCHER (Suba) 
EMR 2629 Schneewalzer TRADITIONAL (Schneiders) 
EMR 2982 Serenata Amorosa TOSELLI (Saurer) 

Light Music / Pop (Fortsetzung - Continued - Suite) 
EMR 3539 She'll Be Coming Round The Mountain SAURER 
EMR 2588 Silberfäden (Solo) DANKS (Schneiders) 
EMR 1445 Silly-Willy ARMITAGE 
EMR 3212 Smart Boy WEBER (King) 

EMR 2536 Soleado (Solo) DAMMICCO / BEMBO 
(Schneiders) 

EMR 9053 Solitaire SEDAKA / CODY (Parson) 
EMR 2635 Somethin' Stupid PARKS (Thomas) 
EMR 2744 Souvenir de Russie SCHNEIDERS 
EMR 3606 Souvenirs Of Switzerland SCHNEIDERS 
EMR 2745 Spanish Eyes KAEMPFERT (Tailor) 
EMR 3478 Sparkling Children's Eyes RODENMACHER 
EMR 9045 Spente Le Stelle CAPDEVIELLE (Parson) 
EMR 3768 Sunset Boulevard NAULAIS 
EMR 9067 Sunset Party PARSON 
EMR 3714 Super Trouper (Solo Voice + Chorus SATB) ABBA (Gourlay) 
EMR 1185 Superstar CARPENTERS (Mortimer) 
EMR 1183 Sweet Sweet Smile CARPENTERS (Mortimer) 
EMR 3489 Swiss Lady (Alphorn Solo in F) REBER (Saurer) 
EMR 3040 Swiss Lady (Alphorn Solo in Gb) REBER (Saurer) 
EMR 3516 Take Me Home, Country Roads DANOFF / DENVER (King) 
EMR 3516C Take Me Home, Country Roads (Chorus SATB) DANOFF / DENVER (King) 
EMR 3053 Tarantella Trapanese SAURER 
EMR 1222 Teddy Bear ARMITAGE 
EMR 1457 Teeny-Weeny Waltz ARMITAGE 
EMR 1267 Thank You For The Music ABBA (Armitage) 
EMR 1293 The Butterfly Waltz  ARMITAGE 
EMR 3214 The Emperor's Monument POSEL (Andrews) 
EMR 1246 The Final Countdown EUROPE (Mortimer) 
EMR 1305 The Happy Twins (Cornet Duet) ARMITAGE 
EMR 2746 The House Of The Rising Sun TRADITIONAL (Armitage) 
EMR 2751 The Joust GILLIS (Mortimer) 

EMR 3121 The Power Of Love DETMAN / MENDE / RUSH 
(Saurer) 

EMR 2747 The Shadow Of Your Smile MANDEL (Schneiders) 
EMR 9044 The Show Must Go On QUEEN (Parson) 
EMR 3209 The Student's Return KÖTSCHER / LINDT (Bellini) 
EMR 3596 The Winner TAILOR 
EMR 3014 Think FRANKLIN / WHITE (Saurer) 
EMR 2581 Time To Say Goodbye SARTORI (Mortimer) 
EMR 2570 Time To Say Goodbye (Chorus SATB) SARTORI (Mortimer) 
EMR 3736 Toundra (Solo) NAULAIS  
EMR 2664 Tristeza LOBO (Tailor) 
EMR 3099 Trombones Go Mad (Trombone Trio) CARRON 
EMR 3860 Trumpet Holiday (Cornet Trio) TSCHANNEN 
EMR 1687 Trumpet Playtime (Cornet Quartet) ARMITAGE 
EMR 3523 Trumpeter's Dream (Cornet Solo) TAILOR 
EMR 2674 Unchained Melody (Ghost) NORTH / ZARET (Mortimer) 
EMR 2674C Unchained Melody (Ghost) (Chorus SATB) NORTH / ZARET (Mortimer) 
EMR 2674V Unchained Melody (Ghost) (Solo Voice) NORTH / ZARET (Mortimer) 
EMR 1441 Up And Away ARMITAGE 
EMR 1449 Up And Down ARMITAGE 
EMR 3531 Venus LEEUWEN (Saurer) 
EMR 3762 Vienna By Night NAULAIS 

EMR 3052 Vivo Per Lei PANCERI / MENGALI / 
ZELLI (Saurer) 

EMR 3545 Vivo Per Lei (Chorus SATB) PANCERI / MENGALI / 
ZELLI (Saurer) 

EMR 1817 Volare MODUGNO (Tailor) 
EMR 1275 Waltz For Daisy ARMITAGE 

EMR 2951 Watering The Periwinkles (Hosepipe or 
Alphorn in F) SCHNEIDERS 

EMR 3008 Watering The Periwinkles (Hosepipe or 
Alphorn in Gb) SCHNEIDERS 

EMR 1256 We Are The Champions QUEEN (Mortimer) 
EMR 2571 We Are The Champions (Chorus SATB) QUEEN (Mortimer) 

EMR 2748 We Are The World JACKSON / RICHIE 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 2769 We Are The World (Chorus SATB) JACKSON / RICHIE 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 2866 We Have A Dream BOHLEN (Saurer) 
EMR 2867 We Have A Dream (Chorus SATB) BOHLEN (Saurer) 
EMR 1189 We've Only Just Begun CARPENTERS (Mortimer) 
EMR 9039 Westside NAULAIS 
EMR 2749 What A Wonderful World  THIELE / WEISS (Tailor) 
EMR 3017 What A Wonderful World (Solo Voice) THIELE / WEISS (Saurer) 

EMR 3537 What's A Woman GIELEN / SCHOOVAERTS 
(Saurer) 

EMR 2710 Who Wants To Live Forever (Highlander) MAY (Mortimer) 
EMR 2842 Wiener Waltzer Medley SCHNEIDERS 
EMR 3201 Wine Of Tokay POSEL (Bellini) 
EMR 2750 Without You HAM / EVANS (Mortimer) 
EMR 1283 Y.M.C.A. MORALI (Mortimer) 

EMR 2620 Yesterday LENNON / McCARTNEY 
(Mortimer) 

EMR 3521 Zuger Schottisch MAGLIOCCO 

 


